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for a letter from her son. � called also �Brit� letter box� see
picture at �����
3 computers : a computer folder that holds e-mail Ë an elec-
tronic mailbox

mail carrier noun, pl � -ers �count� US : a person who de-
livers mail : �����	 
�		��	

mail drop noun, pl � drops �count� US
1 : a place or address where mail or messages can be left for
someone
2 : a box in which mail can be placed

maileer �	me1lV� noun, pl -ers �count� chiefly US
1 : a person or organization that mails something Ë a letter
mailer
2 : a container used for mailing something
3 : something �such as an advertisement� that is sent by mail

maileing �	me1l1ŋ� noun, pl -ings
1 �noncount� : the act of mailing something Ë Get the check
ready for mailing and take it to the post office.
2 �count� : something �such as a letter or an advertisement�
that is mailed to many people at one time Ë mass mailings Ë
The charity sent out several mailings to everyone on its mail-
ing list. � called also �Brit� mailshot

mailing address noun, pl � -dresses �count� : an ad-
dress to which mail can be sent ËHis mailing address ��postal
address� is different from his home address.

mailing list noun, pl � lists �count�
1 : a list of names and addresses to which mail is sent Ë The
charity sent out letters to everyone on its mailing list. Ë He
asked the company to put him on their mailing list so that he
could receive their catalog.
2 : a list of names and e-mail addresses to which e-mails are
sent by people who are on the list Ë People subscribe to Inter-
net mailing lists in order to exchange information about spe-
cial subjects.

maileman �	me1l�mn� noun, pl -men �-�m)n� �count� US : a
man who delivers mail : ������

mail order noun, pl � -ders
1 �noncount� : a method of buying products that are received
by mail Ë You can purchase the books by mail order.
2 �count� : a product that is sent by mail to the person who
bought it Ë The store sent out all its mail orders in time for
the holiday.
– mail–oreder �	me1l�oVdV� adj, always used before a noun Ë

a mail-order catalog ��a catalog of products that can be or-
dered through the mail�

maileshot �	me1l�@"It� noun, pl -shots �count� Brit : ����-
��� 2

maim �	me1m� verb maims� maimed� maimeing �+ obj�
: to injure �someone� very badly by violence Ë The bomb
killed 16 people and maimed several others. Ë The accident
left him �badly� maimed for life. � sometimes used figura-
tively Ë a career maimed by scandal

1main �	me1n� adj, always used before a noun : most important

: 
����, 	��
��� Ë the main idea�point Ë the main goal�
purpose Ë Speed is the main advantage of this approach. Ë
The company�s main office is located in New York. Ë the nov-
el�s main character Ë driving down the main road�highway Ë
the main gate�entrance Ë This dish can be served as a main
course or appetizer. Ë And now for the main event of the
evening�
– mainely adv Ë The reviews have been mainly ��mostly�

positive. Ë a plant found mainly ��chiefly� in coastal regions
Ë I don�t like the plan, mainly because I think it�s too ex-
pensive. Ë The problems have been mainly minor ones.
��most of the problems have been minor ones� Ë They de-
pend mainly on�upon fish for food.

2main noun, pl mains
1 �count� : the largest pipe in a system of connected pipes Ë a
gas main Ë a water main
2 the mains Brit a : the system of pipes or wires for elec-
tricity, gas, or water Ë My radio runs either off batteries or
off the mains. � often used as mains before another noun Ë
We haven�t had any mains water�electricity since the storm.
b : the place where electricity, gas, or water enters a build-
ing or room Ë Turn off the water at the mains.
in the main : in general � used to say that a statement is

true in most cases or at most times Ë The workers are in the
main very capable. ��most of the workers are very capa-
ble� Ë The weather has in the main been quite good. ��has
been quite good most of the time�

main clause noun, pl � clauses �count� grammar : a
clause that could be used by itself as a simple sentence but
that is part of a larger sentence � called also independent
clause� compare 
��	������ 
�����, ����	������

�����

main drag noun, pl � drags �count� US, informal : the
main street in a town or city Ë A carload of teenagers were
cruising down the main drag.

maineframe �	me1n�fre1m� noun, pl -frames �count� : a
large and very fast computer that can do many jobs at once

maineland �	me1n�lnd� noun �singular� : a large area of
land that forms a country or a continent and that does not
include islands � used with the Ë the Chinese mainland � the
mainland of China Ë After spending a week on the tiny is-
land, we were happy to return to the mainland. � often used
before another noun Ëmainland China

1maineline �	me1n�la1n� adj, chiefly US : belonging to an es-
tablished and widely accepted group or system Ë mainline
��mainstream� churches

2mainline verb -lines� -lined� -lineing slang : to inject �a
drug� directly into a vein �+ obj� addicts mainlining heroin
�no obj� His addiction grew worse when he began mainlining.

main line noun, pl � lines �count� : an important highway
or railroad line

main man noun, pl � men �count� US, informal
1 : someone�s best male friend Ë He�s still her main man.

M
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