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neither fish nor fowl : a person or thing that does not be-

long to a particular class or category Ë The movie is neither

fish nor fowl�it�s not really a comedy, but it�s too light-

hearted to be called a drama.

odd/queer fish Brit, informal : a strange or unusual person Ë

She�s really quite an odd fish.

– fisheless ��f1@ləs� adj Ë a fishless lake – fishelike

��f1s�la1k� adj Ë a fishlike tail
2fish verb fishees� fished� fisheing

1 a �no obj� : to catch or try to catch fish Ë I love to fish. ËWe

spent the afternoon fishing for trout. b �+ obj� : to catch or

try to catch fish in �a river, stream, etc.� Ë They fished the

stream all morning.2 �no obj� : to search for something by feeling : to use your

hand to try to find something Ë She was fishing around in her

purse for her keys.fish for �phrasal verb� fish for (something) : to ask for or try

to get �something, such as praise or attention� in an indi-

rect way Ë I think he offers apologies for his cooking as a

way of fishing for compliments. ��as a way of getting peo-

ple to say that they like the food he cooks� Ë fishing for an-

swersfish or cut bait US, informal : to stop hesitating and choose

to do or not do something Ë It�s time for the company to

fish or cut bait. We either take the job or turn it down.

fish out �phrasal verb� fish (something) out or fish out (some-

thing) 1 : to pull �something� out of water or some other

liquid Ë The police fished the car out of the harbor. Ë She

fished the sugar packet out of her iced tea. 2 : to pull

�something� out from a container, bag, etc. Ë She reached

into her purse and fished out her keys.

fish and chips noun : a meal that consists of fried fish and

french-fried potatoes � used with both singular and plural

verbs Ë The restaurant�s fish and chips is�are delicious.

fishebowl ��f1s�boCl� noun, pl -bowls �count�

1 : a bowl used for keeping live fish
2 chiefly US : a place or condition in which there is no priva-

cy Ë Being a politician these days means living in a fishbowl�

every part of your life is open to public view.

fish cake noun, pl � cakes �count� : a round fried cake

made of a mixture of fish and mashed potatoes

fisheereman ��f1@Vmən� noun, pl -men �-mən� �count� : a

person �especially a man� who catches fish

fisheerewomean ��f1@V�wCmən� noun, pl -womeen

�-�w1mən� �count� : a woman who catches fish

fisheery ��f1@əri� noun, pl -ereies �count�
1 : a part of the ocean where fish and other sea creatures are

caught Ë an oyster fishery Ë a salmon fishery Ë coastal fisheries

2 : a business that catches and sells fish Ë small commercial

fisheriesfish–eye lens noun, pl � lenses �count� photography : a

camera lens that shows an extremely wide area with curved

edgesfish farm noun, pl � farms �count� : a place where fish are

raised for foodfish finger noun, pl� -gers �count� Brit : ���� �����

fish fry noun, pl � fries �count� US : a meal or event at

which the main food served is fried fish Ë a community fish

fry
fishehook noun, pl -hooks �count� : a small curved piece of

metal that is attached to the end of a piece of fishing line and

used to catch fish � see picture at ����

fishing noun �noncount� : the sport or business of catching

fish Ë The fishing was pretty good today. Ë I�m going fishing

this weekend. � often used before another noun Ë I bought

a fishing pole�rod and some fishing line. Ë a store that sells

fishing gear � see also ���-�������, fishing expedition at

����������fishemongeer ��f1@�m"IŋgV, �f1@�m$ŋgV� noun, pl -ers

�count� chiefly Brit : a person or shop that sells fish Ë You can

get fresh cod at the fishmonger�s.

fishenet ��f1@�n)t� noun, pl -nets
1 �count� : a net for catching fish
2 �noncount� : a type of fabric that has many small holes like

a net � usually used before another noun Ë fishnet stockings

Ë a fishnet shirtfish slice noun, pl� slices �count� Brit : �������

fish stick noun, pl � sticks �count� US : a long and thin

piece of fish that is breaded and cooked

fish story noun, pl � stories �count� US : an exaggerated

story : a story that is so strange or surprising that it seems

very unlikely to be true Ë He told a ridiculous fish story about

a swarm of giant mosquitoes.
fishetail ��f1@�te1l� verb -tails� -tailed� -taileing �no obj�

chiefly US, of a car, truck, etc. : to slide in an uncontrolled

way with the rear end going from side to side Ë The car fish-

tailed on the icy curve.
fishewife ��f1@�wa1f� noun, pl -wives �-�wa1vz� �count� old-

fashioned1 : a woman who sells fish
2 : a rude and rough woman

fishy ��f1@i� adj fisheieer� -est
1 : of or relating to fish� especially : tasting or smelling like a

fish Ë a fishy odor�taste2 informal : causing doubt or suspicion : likely to be bad,

untrue, dishonest, etc. Ë That story sounds�smells fishy ��sus-

picious, dubious� to me. Ë There�s something fishy about that

guy.fisesion ��f1@8� noun �noncount�

1 physics : a process in which the nucleus of a heavy atom is

split apart � A large amount of energy is released when fis-

sion occurs. � called also nuclear fission� compare ������

2 biology : a kind of reproduction in which a cell or body di-

vides into two or more parts and each part grows into a

whole new individual
fisesure ��f1@V� noun, pl -sures �count� : a narrow opening

or crack Ë rock fissures Ë a fissure in the Earth�s crust Ë a deep

fissure in the ice � sometimes used figuratively Ë ideological

fissures in a political party
– fisesured ��f1@Vd� adj �more�� most�� Ë a heavily fissured

rock facefist ��f1st� noun, pl fists �count� : the hand with its fingers

bent down into the palm Ë He pounded his fist on the table in

anger. Ë She pounded on the door with both fists. Ë a clenched

fist Ëmake a fist Ë He defiantly shook his fist at the policeman.

hand over fist see �����
make a good fist of Brit, informal : to do �something� well Ë

Despite her inexperience, shemade a remarkably good fist

of chairing the meeting.
make a poor fist of Brit, informal : to do �something� badly

Ë Hemade a poor fist of explaining his reasons.
rule with an iron fist see �����

fistefight ��f1st�fa1t� noun, pl -fights �count� : a fight in

which people hit each other with their fists Ë A fistfight broke

out in the stands. Ë He often gets into fistfights.
fisteful ��f1st�fCl� noun, pl -fuls �count�
1 : an amount that can be held in one hand : ������� Ë a

fistful of coins2 : a somewhat large number or amount Ë She has won a fist-

ful of awards.fisteiecuffs ��f1st1�k$fs� noun �plural� old-fashioned : a fight

with fists Ë engaging in fisticuffs Ë It was a loud debate that
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Przygotowany we współpracy z amerykaƒskim wydawcà, nowoczesny  

i aktualny Merriam-Webster’s Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary został 

opracowany dla uczàcych si´ j´zyka angielskiego, którzy chcà doskonaliç 

swoje umiej´tnoÊci w mowie i piÊmie.

2leap noun pl leaps
1 �count� a : a long or high jump Ë She made a graceful leap
into the air. Ë He ran and took a flying leap over the stream.
b : the distance that a person or animal jumps Ë He won the
high jump with a leap of six feet.

3 �singular� : a serious attempt to do or understand some-
thing new Ë an imaginative leap Ë It required a leap of the
imagination to picture how the project would look when it
was completed. � A leap in the dark is something that is
done without knowing anything about what the result might
be. Ë He had no experience, so starting his own business was
a real leap in the dark. � A leap of faith is a decision to be-
lieve that something is true or possible even though other
people may doubt it. Ë He has taken�made a leap of faith in
starting his own business. Ë It takes�requires a leap of faith to
believe that this project can succeed.
by/in leaps and bounds : very quickly and greatly Ë The
company grew by leaps and bounds. Ë Their knowledge has
increased in leaps and bounds.
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u˝ycia IDIOMY.

neither fish nor fowl : a person or thing that does not be-
long to a particular class or category Ë The movie is neither
fish nor fowl�it�s not really a comedy, but it�s too light-
hearted to be called a drama.

odd/queer fish Brit, informal : a strange or unusual person Ë
She�s really quite an odd fish.

– fisheless ��f1@ləs� adj Ë a fishless lake – fishelike
��f1s�la1k� adj Ë a fishlike tail

2fish verb fishees� fished� fisheing
1 a �no obj� : to catch or try to catch fish Ë I love to fish. Ë We
spent the afternoon fishing for trout. b �+ obj� : to catch or
try to catch fish in �a river, stream, etc.� Ë They fished the
stream all morning.
2 �no obj� : to search for something by feeling : to use your
hand to try to find something Ë She was fishing around in her
purse for her keys.
fish for �phrasal verb� fish for (something) : to ask for or try

to get �something, such as praise or attention� in an indi-
rect way Ë I think he offers apologies for his cooking as a
way of fishing for compliments. ��as a way of getting peo-
ple to say that they like the food he cooks� Ë fishing for an-
swers

fish or cut bait US, informal : to stop hesitating and choose
to do or not do something Ë It�s time for the company to
fish or cut bait. We either take the job or turn it down.

fish out �phrasal verb� fish (something) out or fish out (some-
thing) 1 : to pull �something� out of water or some other
liquid Ë The police fished the car out of the harbor. Ë She
fished the sugar packet out of her iced tea. 2 : to pull
�something� out from a container, bag, etc. Ë She reached
into her purse and fished out her keys.

fish and chips noun : a meal that consists of fried fish and
french-fried potatoes � used with both singular and plural
verbs Ë The restaurant�s fish and chips is�are delicious.

fishebowl ��f1s�boCl� noun, pl -bowls �count�

very unlikely to be true Ë He told a ridiculous fish story about
a swarm of giant mosquitoes.

fishetail ��f1@�te1l� verb -tails� -tailed� -taileing �no obj�
chiefly US, of a car, truck, etc. : to slide in an uncontrolled
way with the rear end going from side to side Ë The car fish-
t il d th i
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KWALIFIKATORY DZIEDZINOWE 
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